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What is the Foundation Center?

• “Established in 1956, Foundation Center is the 
leading source of information about 
philanthropy worldwide. Through data, 
analysis, and training, it connects people who 
want to change the world to the resources 
they need to succeed.”



What the Foundation Center offers

• Access to information on grants and 
grantmakers in their comprehensive database

• Educational materials and programs for 
furthering the knowledge of philanthropy



Where can you access Foundation 
Center resources?

• 5 locations/learning centers in New York City; 
Washington, DC; Atlanta; Cleveland; and San 
Francisco

• 450 Funding Information Network locations

• The website is a rich source of information 
and learning opportunities as well (webinars 
both free and for a fee, and self-paced 
courses)



What is The Funding Information 
Network

• A nationwide (and worldwide) network of 
community foundations, libraries, and other 
nonprofit resources that provide access to 
Foundation Center databases, print materials, 
and programming



What you can access at FIN Locations

Three databases with different scopes:

• Foundation Directory Online Professional

this resource is for grants for organizations

• Foundation Grants to Individuals Online

For grants to individuals

• Foundation Maps – for data visualization



Foundation Directory Online 
Professional

• Foundation Directory Online is the most 
comprehensive resource for private funding 
research on the Web, includes the ability to 
search over 100,000 foundations, 3 million 
grants, Foundation news and other useful 
features.





Foundation Grants to Individuals 
Online

• An online resource of more than 10,000 
foundation and public charity programs that 
fund students, artists, researchers, and other 
individual grantseekers.





Foundation Maps

Foundation Maps is Foundation 
Center’s premier data visualization 
tool and the easiest way to see who is 
funding what and where around the 
world.





How to access the resources

• Access to full databases is only on site at the 
FIN locations so you must physically visit the 
site to use it

• However, www.foundationcenter.org and 
www.grantspace.org are resources available 
from any internet-enabled computer

http://www.foundationcenter.org/
http://www.grantspace.org/


Nearby FIN Locations

• Anne Arundel County Public Library -Annapolis Area Branch 
• Charles County Public Library - Waldorf West Branch
• Enoch Pratt Free Library - Social Science and History Department
• Frederick County Public Libraries - C. Burr Artz Public Library
• Howard County Library - Central Library
• The Nonprofit Village Center, Inc
• Prince George’s County Memorial Library - Laurel Branch
• Rockville Library
• Washington County Free Library


